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Bringing before my face the great encrease
Of my desires, whereat I wepe and syng,
In ioye and wo, as in a doutfull ease:
For my swete thoughtes sometyme doe pleasure bring:
But by and by the cause of my disease
Geues me a pang, that inwardly dothe sting,
When that I thinke what griefe it is againe,
To Hue and lacke the thing should ridde my paine.22
Though in making this adaptation Surrey followed his original
more closely than in the example cited just above, his individ-
uality remains as clearly marked. As has been pointed out
before, Surrey's fifth line far surpasses the original, and his
third line adds a pleasing change to Petrarch's conceit.23 Surrey's
competent handling of the sonnet form, however, is not con-
fined to his adaptations from Petrarch; his original sonnets are
well conceived and skillfully executed, as is demonstrated by:
When Windsor walles susteyned my wearied arme,
My hande, my chin, to ease my restlesse hed:
The pleasant plot reuested green with warme,
The blossomd bowes with lusty Ver yspred,
The flowred meades, the wedded birdes so late
Mine eyes discouer: and to my mynde resorte
The ioly woes, the hatelesse shorte debate,
The rakehell lyfe that longes to loues disporte.
Wherewith (alas) the heauy charge of care
Heapt in my brest breakes forth against my will,
In smoky sighes, that ouercast the ayer.
My vapord eyes suche drery teares distill,
The tender spring whiche quicken where they fall;
And I halfebent to throwe me downe withall.24
22 Arber, p. 10.
23 Other verses in which Surrey has improved upon Petrarch's lines are:
Che bel fin fa chi ben amando more. (Le Rime, no. 140; 1.14)
Swete is his death, that takes his end by loue. ("Love that liveth," 1. 14,* Arber, p. 9.)
S! me governa il velo,
Che per mia morte et al caldo et al gelo
De' be* vostri occhi il dolce lume adombra. (Le Rime, no. 11; 11.12-14)
So dothe this cornet gouerne me alacke:
In somer, sunne; in winters breath, a frost j
Wherby the light of her faire lokes I lost. ("I neuer sawe," 11. 12-14; Arber, p. 12.)
14 Arber, p. u.